BENJAMIN OGLE, Esquire;, GoVERNOR.

Chriftian Kraufe, Richard Bevan, Cafper Kline, William Afkew, George Deagan, Wiiliam Ruflell
Henry Deagan, Lewis Bernard, Greenbury Neale, William . Buell, john Brice, Walter S. Hunt,
William Stomall, Matthew CGlarke, Archibald Campbell, David Lund, William Smith, Thomas
Butley, Nathan Cregy Bryfon, Robert Kent, John Chalabre, William Delafere and James Kerr, of
the é'xty of Baltimore; Jonas M Pherfon, James M¢«Cardell and Richard Burrell, of Wathington
county ; John Yates, Robert E. Yates, William Robertfon, William Frazer, John N. Lovejoy, Ber-
nard O’Neill, Edward Eno, John G. Hobbs, Evan Beit, John Ileming, John Long, Jonathan Brown-
ing, junior, T'homas Lingan, Thomas Nicholls, of John, Samuel Wiliiams, William Smith and Jo-
feph Beck, of Montgomery county; Abel Sarjent, Sumuel Selby, 3d, Peter'D’Evecmon and Wilji«
am W, Hoye, of Allegany county; William Cranch, Thomas Y. Sprogell and Samuel Baker, of the
city of Wafhington; by their petitions to this genural affembly bave fet forth, that by reafon of many
"misfortunes they are unable wholly to {utisty thettcinditors, aud have prayed that they may be di-
charged upon their delivering up all their property for the ufe of their creditors; and:the prayer of
the 1aid petitioners being round rcafonable, therelore, : ,

1[. Be IT LNACTED, by the General AjJembly of Maryland, That on application of eithet of the faid
dcbrors to the chancellor, by petition in writing, offering to deliver to the ule of his creditors all his
property, real, perfonal or mixed, to which he 1s any way cntitled, a fchedule whereof, (on’cath or
affirmation, as the cafe may require,) together with a 1ilt of the creditors of the perfon fo applying,
on oath or affirmation, as fur as he can “tcertain them, fhall be annexed to fuch petition, the chan-
cellor fhall direét perlonal notice of fuch application to be given to the creditors, or to as many of
them as can be ferved therewith, or their agents or attornies, or direct notice of fuch application to
Le inlerted in the public news-papers for {uch time as he may think proper, which in cafe of there
being a creditor or creditors bevond fea fhall hot be lefs than fix months, and on their appearance,
or negleét to appear on notice, at the time or times and place appointed, the chancellor fhall admi-
nifter to the petitioning debtor the following oath, or afirmation, as the cafe may require: ¢ 1, A. B.
« do {wear, or folemnly, fincercly and truly declare and affirm, that I will deliver up, convey and

« transfer, to my creditors, in fuch manner as the chancellor fhall direct, all my property that T

« have or claim any title to or interelt in, at this time, and all debts, rights and clanus, which 1 have,
« or am any way entitled to, in poffeflion, remainder or reverfion, and that I have not, dire@ly or
« indire@ly, at any time, {old, conveyed, leffened or difpoied of, for the ufe or benefit of any perfon
« or perfons, or intrufted, any part of my moneys o other property,“debts, rights or claims, there-
« by to defraud my creditors, or any.of them, gr to fecure the fame to receive or expect any profit,
« benefit or advantage thereby ;7 and the chancellor {hall thereupon name fuch perfon as a majority
of the creditors in value, their agents or attornics, then prefent, il:all recommend, to be a truftee

for the benefit of the creditors ot the petitioning debtor, or in cafe of the non-attendance of the

creditors, or of their not.making a recommendation, the chancellor fhall name {uch perfon as he fhall,

A.
2,

think proper to be a truftee as atorefaid.

III. AND BE IT ENACTED, That no perfon hercin before mentioned {hall be entitled to the bene-
fit of any of the provifions of this a&, unlefs the chancellor thall be {atisfied, by competent tettimo-
ny, that he is, and at the time of pafing this adt wus, a citizen of the United States, and of this
ftate, and unlefs, at the time of prefenting his petition as aforefaid, he fhall produce to the chancel-
lor the aflent, in writing, of fo many of his creditors as have due to them the amount of two thirds
of the debts due by him at the time of the pafling of this a&; provided, that forcign creditors not
refiding in the United States, and not having ageuts or attornies refiding thercin, duly empowered

to act in their behalf, fhall not be confidered within the intent and meaning of this claufe; and pro-

- vided alfo, that the chancellor may, without the afient of the ereditors as aforefaid, from time to

yite, order to be difcharged from cuftody, any ot the {aid petitioners who may be in attual confine-
-ment in virtue of any procefs iffued, or that may be itlued, in purfuance of any debt at this tigpe due
and owing: by him, which difcharge is hercby declared to be a releafe only of the perfon of fuch
debtor, but not of his pgeperty, unlefs the affent in writing of two thirds in value of the creditors

as aforefaid be obtained. |

1V. Anp »E pikENacTeD, That before fuch truftee procceds to act, he fhall give bond for the
faithful performance of his duty, to fuch perfon, in truft for the creditors of faid petitioning debtor,
and in fuch pemwalty, as the chancellor hall dired, which fhall be rccorded in the office of the regif-
ter of the court chancery, and a Cﬁy thereof, certified ynder the hand of the faid regifter, fhall
be good evidence in any court of law or equity of this ftate; and if any truftee appointed by virtue
of this act (hall refufe to a&, or die, or neglect to give bond as aforefaid in a reafonable time, to be

judged of by the chancellar, or be removed by the chancellor 1or mi{be‘haviour, lié fhall appoint fuch:
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